Literature and Philosophy
PHL 388
Location: |Time: 

Description: This course will cover a broad range of intersections between literature and philosophy. The nature of literature raises interesting questions in a variety of philosophical areas, such as aesthetics, metaphysics, philosophy of language, and ethics. After a look at what literature is we will look at the importance of an author’s intention for evaluating literature. We will then look at what is true in fictional worlds and the related question of how we can refer to fictional characters.  This leads to a question of the metaphysical status of fictional characters. We will also be looking at the ethical implications of authorship. Last, we will look at why we subject ourselves to the unpleasant emotions that certain kinds of literature can entice (such as fear and sadness). 

In addition to the philosophy of literature, there is also a lot of philosophy to be found in literature. And so interspersed in our philosophical readings, we will be working through some short works of fiction and discussing their philosophical content in class (Milan Kundera, Ursula Le Guin, Virginia Woolf, Edgar Allan Poe, Søren Kierkegaard, Isaac Asimov and Graham Priest).
Contact Info 
Instructor: Elena Derksen

Email: elena.derksen@mail.utoronto.ca 
Office: JHB, 522
Office Hour: Wednesdays 1-3
Readings
· You will need the following book: “The Unbearable Lightness of Being” by Milan Kundera 
Any translation is fine. It has not been ordered to the University Bookstore for this class, but is easy to find online and in nearby bookstores.
· All other readings will be posted on blackboard. 
Evaluation
· First Essay: 800 words (15%)-Due May 24th
· Book Response on “The Unbearable Lightness of Being”: 500-600 words (15%)-Due June 2nd  
· Second Essay: 1200-1500 words (35%)-Due June 14th   
· Final Exam (35%) (date TBA)
Handing in Assignments
Papers must be uploaded to blackboard by noon of the day they are due to avoid late penalties.
Class Attendance
To succeed in this course, you will need to do the assigned readings in advance, attend lecture, and take notes: my complete lecture slides will not be posted to Blackboard. If missing a lecture is unavoidable, it is your responsibility to seek notes from another student. 

Late Policy
Late papers will be penalized 5% per day (including Saturdays and Sundays), and not accepted after one week has elapsed. This is a summer course and so I will be strict about these deadlines.

Schedule
Week 1: Introduction 
May 10

Short Story: “The Ones who walk away from Omelas” by Ursula Le Guin 
May 12

“Literature and Philosophy: A conversation with Bryan Magee” by Iris Murdoch

“What is Literature?” by Terry Eagleton 

Week 2: On the role of an author’s intention
May 17

“The Death of the Author” by Roland Barthes

“The Intentional Fallacy” by Wimsatt and Beardsley 
May 19

“Objective Interpretation” by E.D. Hirsch


Short Story: “The Last Question” by Isaac Asimov

Week 3: On why we read sad and scary things 
May 24

“Grief and the Poet” by Catherine Wilson 

“Comments on Catherine Wilson, ‘Grief and the Poet’” by Kendall Walton
First Essay Due
May 26

“Fearing Fictions” by Kendall Walton

Short Story: “The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe
Week 4: On ethics and literature
May 30

Selection from Diary of a Seducer by Kierkegaard

“Kierkegaard’s Seductions: The Ethics of Authorship” by Daniel Berthold
June 2 

“The Puzzle of Imaginative Resistance” by Tamar Gendler 
Book Response Due
Week 5: On the metaphysics of fictional characters 
June 7

“Fictional Characters” by Stacie Friend




“Creatures of Fiction, Myth and Imagination” by Ben Caplan

June 9

TBA
Short Story: “Monday or Tuesday” by Virginia Woolf
Week 6: On speaking about fictional characters
June 14

“Empty Names” by David Braun

“Speaking of Fictional Characters” by Amie Thomasson 
Second Essay Due
June 16

“Truth in Fiction” by David Lewis



Short Story: “Sylvan’s Box” by Graham Priest

Withdrawal Deadline
The last day to withdraw from this course with no academic penalty is June 6th.

Extension Policy

Extensions will be granted only if I receive official university documentation. Medical excuses require a University of Toronto Medical Certificate, and other excuses (e.g. personal and family emergencies) require a letter from the registrar or other relevant university authority. If you will need an extension, please notify me as far in advance as possible, preferably by email. 
Policy on Phones, Tablets, and Laptops in Class

The use of electronic devices in the classroom is strongly discouraged, even for note taking purposes. Any device with internet access creates an almost irresistible temptation to use social media, send messages, check websites, etc. When you yield to this temptation, you are distracting yourself (obviously), your classmates (think about the texter in front of you in a movie theater), and your instructor (yes, we can tell). 
There is also considerable evidence to support the claim that you retain more information when taking notes by hand than doing so with your laptop. For more info, see the following article:
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/
Plagiarism Policy

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense and will be treated accordingly. It is the student’s job to be aware of the University policy on plagiarism. The U of T Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters, along with other useful sources on plagiarism and how to avoid it, can be found here: http://life.utoronto.ca/get-smarter/academic-honesty/ 
Turnitin.com

Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. The terms that apply to the University’s use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com web site. The class ID and student enrolment password for Turnitin will be included with the paper instructions.

Email Policy

I am happy to respond to emails about course business not covered in the syllabus. Philosophical questions requiring involved answers should not be taken up in emails, but rather in class or office hours. I will try my best to respond to emails within 2 business days. If you don’t receive a response after 2 business days, you should resend the email to be safe. Please use your utoronto email address and include “PHL285” in the subject of your email to ensure that your message is not mistakenly sent to a spam folder. I will occasionally send announcements to the class via Blackboard, which only knows your utoronto.ca email address. Please check that email address (or bounce its emails to your regular account) in order to avoid missing these announcements.

Accessibility Services

Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. Please feel free to approach me or Accessibility Services so we can assist you in achieving academic success in this course. Accessibility Services on the St. George campus can be contacted at 416-978-8060, emailed at accessibility.services@utoronto.ca, and visited at 455 Spadina Ave., 4th Floor, Suite 400.
